TPRS Studied by UNK Department of Modern Languages

ISH USING A STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT FOR READING FLUENCY.
In the spring of 2008 the UNK Department of Modern Languages offered a pilot course in Total Proficiency through Reading & Storytelling (TPRS) in Spanish for beginners. The course was offered as part of a new faculty/student research project conducted to measure the reading fluency of students enrolled in a TPRS pilot course at the university/college level using a standardized assessment for reading fluency in Spanish. Students were also informally assessed in the areas of writing fluency, language skills perception/ performance, grade distribution, attendance, overall satisfaction with language skills and the BYU Computer Adaptive Placement Exam to gauge success in the course. After one semester of TPRS, 99% students in the course have met or exceeded reading fluency benchmarks for the novice level, write at intermediate fluency levels (75-83 words x 5 minutes or Spanish 201), received better grades, had a 91% attendance record for the entire semester,
perceived themselves as more confident/competent speaker
RESULTS FROM STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECT
MEASURING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF A TPRS PILOT COURSE IN Spanish speakers of the language and demonstrated an increase in overall satisfaction with their language skills. In addition, the average CAPE score for the class doubled from a 60 ( SPAN 100) to a 120, a score one would expect them to have by mid-semester of Spanish 101. Some students scored 1-3 full class levels above their initial assessment and one student in particular, who scored a 0 (Spanish 100) on the CAPE at the beginning of the semester scored a 275 (Spanish 201) at the end of TPRS. The researchers are confident that reading fluency for TPRS in Spanish can be evaluated using the AIMSWEB Curriculum Based Measurement and used as a model for successful literacy assessment at the university/college level.
