Blaine Ray and Steven Krashen connection to TPRS

I(Blaine) was teaching at a small school in Oregon. I started

using TPR (Total Physical Response) in 1980. I was very frustrated after 3

months of TPR because it didn't do what I wanted. I

was looking for what to do after "stand up, sit down".

In 1984 I read "The Natural Approach" where Steven

Krashen said that language was acquired by

comprehensible input. When I read that, I knew that

was the piece I was missing.

I started teaching with CI (actually a lot of

incomprehensible input). My top kids left my class

with amazing fluency. Enrollment skyrocked. These

kids wrote me later and told me they got jobs because

they were bilingual. 

In the mid 90's I saw Krashen give a presentation at a

conference. It was very interesting to me. I felt he

could really help TPRS. I asked him to present with

me in a letter. I don't think he answered me.

Later at a conference, I gave him a copy of "Fluency

through TPR Storytelling" and a copy of a video of a

workshop I can given. He read the book twice and then

wrote me. He agreed to do some workshops with me. 

When I traveled with him doing those workshops, he let

me see my book. (Fluency) (The book I had given him.)

It was so interesting to me to see how he had marked

it up. All of the criticisms of the book had to do

with one thing. Output. 

In the second edition of "Fluency" we then eliminated

most of those suggestions of output activities. 

Steven helped us edit the book to make TPRS match the

research even more.

He has since taken TPRS classes at national. I asked

him to write for us about his experience learning

Mandarin last summer at Denver. He did. 

He wrote us a wonderful 2 page paper which we put in

out latest edition of Fluency.
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