Navidad en México

Dec 12 - Posadas 


El día de Guadalupe
Posadas 12 nights of parties.  Families and neighbors get together and decide who is going to have the parties.  A different house is in charge each night.  Everyone gets together, form a group with a girl representing Mary and a boy Joseph.  They all sing Christmas Carols (villancicos) & walk thru the neighborhood asking for permission to come in, like Mary & Joseph did when arriving in Bethlehem.  At the house that is designated at the fiesta house, they are admitted to the house and the party begins.  They have music, food, games, visiting and the kids get to hit a piñata and collect all the sweets, fruit, little gifts, etc.  This happens from Dec. 12 - 24.

Virgin de Guadalupe - Dec 12 was the day that Mary the mother of Jesus appeared as an Indian Maiden, to an Indian man by the name Diego & told him she was Mary and she wanted the Spanish to know that she was there to protect the Indians .  There is a long story about her, but this happened in the 1500's and still today people in Mexico go to her Basilica on this day to show respect and to ask for forgiveness or for help of some kind of help.  She is respected enough that people will walk on their kness for miles going to the church.

Christmas tress - In the homes and in the plazas of the towns one or two trees are set up and elaborately decorated .  A Nativity scene, many times very elaborately designed, will be placed by one tree or between the two trees.

Nativity - Nativities are a very important part of the Christmas season for Mexican families.  The Scenes are sometimes huge with mountains, rivers, ponds, lots of different kinds of animals, and people( not just shepherds and Wise Men, but bakers, candy makers, grocers, all kinds)  It sometimes takes up a whole room in a home or a half a block in a town.  People make their living creating figures for these Nativity scenes, they work all year long and people save their creations to use again.

Dec. 24 - Nochebuena (Christmas Eve)- After the Posada this evening everyone goes to church at midnight, for Midnight Mass (Misa de Gallo).  After church, they go to their homes and have a huge dinner with their entire family and then go to bed late.

Christmas Day - They spend Christmas Day with family and friends, relaxing, playing games, visiting, etc.

New Years Eve -  Families come together, friends join in and they have a big  meal, visit and just enjoy each other.  At midnight as the bells of the churches chime the 12 rings for midnight each person eats 12 grapes for good luck in the New Year.

Jan. 6 - the Day of the Wise Men - On Jan. 5 , the kids anticipate the arrival of the 3 Wise Men.  They put their shoes outside the house or on the window sill with hay in them for the Wise Men's camels.  On the morning of the 6th, the kids get up and find presents in their shoes in place of the hay.  The family gathers, eat a nice meal, open their gifts from each other and then eat a sweet bread filled with candied fruit and icing on top.  Everyone gets a piece and they eat it together.  The baker put a ceramic baby in the bread before baking it and the person who gets the baby is to host a party on Feb. 2.
